Climategate:
The Context and the Cover-up
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Why anyone cares about CRU emails
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O 1 2 3 Contribution of Working Group I to the Fourth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Example 1: “Keep MM out of the AR4!”
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>
The other paper by MM is just garbage - as you knew. De Freitas again.
Pielke is also losing all credibility as well by replying to the mad
Finn as well - frequently as I see it.

I can't see either of these papers being in the next IPCC report. Kevin
and I will keep them out somehow - even if we have to redefine what the
peer-review literature is!

Cheers

Phil
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2004-2006: studies critical of CRU

“HHT "HH?

+ %

%
%0

CLIMATE RESEARCH

Vol. 26: 159-173, 2004 Published May 25
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A test of corrections for extraneous signals in
gridded surface temperature data*

Ross McKitrick!**, Patrick J. Michaels?

'Department of Economics, University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario N1G 2W1, Canada
?Depariment of Environmental Sciences, Universily of Virginia, Clark Hall, 291 McCormick Rd, PO Box 400123,
Charlottesville, Virginia 22904-4123, USA

ABSTRACT: Monthly surface temperature records from 1979 to 2000 were obtained from 218 indi-
vidual stations in 83 countries and a linear trend coefficient determined for each site. This vector of
trends was regressed on measures of local climate, as well as indicators of local economic activity
(income, gross domestic product [GDP] growth rates, coal use) and data quality. The spatial pattern
of trends is shown to be significantly correlated with non-climatic factors, including economic activ-
ity and sociopolitical characteristics of the region. The analysis is then repeated on the corresponding
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) gridded data, and very similar correlations
appear, despite previous attempts to remove non-climatic effects. The socioeconomic effects in the
data are shown to add up to a net warming bias, although more precise estimation of its magnitude
will require further research.

KEY WORDS: Global warming - Temperature measurement - Data quality
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Jones’ subsequent action




Final IPCC text: Page 244
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McKitrick and Michaels (2004) and De Laat and Malis€P006) attempted to
demonstrate that geographical patterns of warnmergds over land are strongly
correlated with geographical patterns of industiral socioeconomic development,
implying that urbanisation and related land surfeltanges have caused much of
the observed warming. Howevéhng locations of greatest socioeconomic
development are also those that have been most wagthby atmospheric
circulation changes(Sections 3.2.2.7 and 3.6.4), which exhibit largates
coherence. Henc#he correlation of warming with industrial and
socioeconomic development ceases to be statistigaiignificant. In addition,
observed warming has been, and transient greeniodiseed warming is
expected to be, greater over land than over thensc@Chapter 10), owing to the
smaller thermal capacity of the land.
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Example 2: “The two MMs have been
after the CRU station data for years.”
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The two MMs have been after the
CRU station data for years. If

they ever hear there is a Freedom
of Information Act now in the UK,

| think I'll delete the file

rather than send to anyone.




Example 2: “The two MMs have been
after the CRU station data for years.”

5 0% &

##) C5(
< %
$

) +
< .
C$ "HH#=8

The two MMs have been after the
CRU station data for years. If

they ever hear there is a Freedom
of Information Act now in the UK,

| think I'll delete the file

rather than send to anyone.




Context: Who was “after” the data?
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Once the paper comes out in the Journal of Climate,

| will be putting the station temperature and all
the gridded databases onto our web site.



Context: Who was “after” the data?
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Just sent loads of station data to Scott. Make
sure he documents everything better this time

I And don't leave stuff lying around on ftp

sites - you never know who is trawling them.

The two MMs have been after the CRU station

data for years. If they ever hear there is a

Freedom of Information Act now in the UK, |

think I'll delete the file rather than send to

anyone.



Context: Who was “after” the data?
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W. Hughes follow-up
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I'm getting hassled by a couple of people to
release the CRU station temperature data. Don't
any of you three tell anybody that the UK has a

Freedom of Information Act !
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Even if WMO agrees, | will still not pass on
the data. We have 25 or so years invested in
the work. Why should | make the data available
to you, when your aim is to try and find
something wrong with it.




Next step: FOIA requests for stations
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Next step: FOIA requests for stations
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We cannot produce a simple list with this formad arnth the
information you described in your note of 14 ApFKirstly, we do
not have a list consisting solely of the sites waently useOur
list is larger, as it includes data not usee to incomplete
reference periods, for example. Additionaéygen if we were
able to create such a list we would not be ablmkothe sites

with sources of datal' he station database has evolved over time
and theClimate Research Unit was not able to keep multiple
versionsof it as stations were added, amended and delEtesl.
was a consequence of a lack of data storage ihaB@s and early
1990s compared to what we have at our disposattlyr It is
also likely that quite a few stations consist ohiature of
sources.



Next step: FOIA requests for stations
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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To obtain the archive of raw land surface tempeamtu
observations used to create CRUTEMS3, you will teed
contact Phil Jones at the Climate Research Unihat
University of East Anglia. Recently archived statio
reports used to update CRUTEM3 and HadCRUT3 are
available from the CRUTEMS3 data download page.
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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Example 3: Warming is unequivocal
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IPCC first draft
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Parker to Jones, Nov 2005:
we don’t have the software

From Parker, David (Met Office)
Subject Re: [Fwd: [Wg1-ard-clas] New Zealand meeting]

Phil

Thanks. I am working through 3.2 slowly and have taken about 5 hours
already and am about 1/4 way through though this includes looking at the
comments on the chapter in general. It includes putting responses into
the file and altering with tracker a copy of the FOD version of the

text. So it will take a lot more than 5 hours.

Maybe the biggest problem is Ross McKitrick and David Stephenson's
remarks on trends; we used only an AR-1 and they may be correct in
advocating a more complex model. Our software for restricted maximum
likelihood does not cope with ARMA (1,1) and I may have to get John
Kennedy to investigate new software using the cited references. This may
be a big job but could be done after the LA3 meeting if we agree there
what to do. Alternatively - as we have considered already- we could
consider not citing linear trends, just overall changes of level from

the smooth curves. This would save some space.

Other comments may be easier. [ have rejected the McKitrick and Michaels
2004 with appropriate reasons!

Regards

David



The world’s “leading experts”
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Review process
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Example 4: Squeaky clean process
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Hi Neil - Thanks for your interest in providing

feedback on the draft chap 6 Second Order Draft.

Since the IPCC has very strict rules about all

this , I'm going to ask them (the IPCC) to send

you an official invitation to review, along with

the process - formal, but highly efficient - to

follow. If you could send your comments in that

way it would be a great help. We've been asked
to keep everything squeaky clean, and not to get

comments informally.

Thanks! Peck
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The problem:
Briffa violated “strict” IPCC rules
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The cover up
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Can you delete any emails you may have had with Keli
re AR4? Keith will do likewise... Can you also email
Gene and get him to do the same?
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Example 5: Mike’s Nature trick
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I've just completed Mike's Nature
trick of adding in the real temps

to each series for the last 20
years (ie from 1981 onwards) and
from 1961 for Keith's to hide the

decline.
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Neither one I1s Mann’s “Nature” trick
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Jones’ trick: hide the decline

\
Temperature anomaly (°C)

Temperature anomaly ("G wrt 1961-90)
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Apr-Sep from Jones et al.
(1998) Holocene 8, 455.
0.2 — Annual from Mann et al.
r (1999) Geophys. Res. Lett. 26, 759. xl
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l= Science Reviews 19, 87.
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Mann'’s trick: delete the decline
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Top left — Briffa reconstruction re-plotted from data in Climategate email; bottom left — digitized Briffa

reconstruction in IPCC 2001 (where it is the green reconstruction.). Right — IPCC Figure 2-21.
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Mann'’s trick
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Keith’s series... differs in large part

In exactly the opposite direction that
Phil’'s does from ours. This is the
problem we all picked up on (everyone
In the room at IPCC was in agreement
that this was a problem and a potential
distraction/detraction from the
reasonably concensus viewpoint we'd
like to show w/ the Jones et al and
Mann et al series.



Climategate: Context
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The Inquiries
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UK House Commons
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Lord Oxburgh
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Lord Oxburgh of Liverpool
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Lord Oxburgh
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“House gffords

Lord Oxburgh of Liverpool
E-mail Lisa.Williams@uea.ac.uk
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Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA
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Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA
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Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA
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Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA




Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA
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Sir Muir Russell
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Sir Muir Russell
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Sir Muir Russell
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Penn State
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Penn State and the Trick
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Where things stand
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