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Climategate: 
The Context and the Cover-up
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Why anyone cares about CRU emails
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Why anyone cares about CRU emails
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Outline
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Example 1: “Keep MM out of the AR4!”
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Conflict of interest
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2004-2006: studies critical of CRU 
products
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Jones’ subsequent action
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Final IPCC text: Page 244
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� McKitrick and Michaels (2004) and De Laat and Maurellis (2006) attempted to 
demonstrate that geographical patterns of warming trends over land are strongly 
correlated with geographical patterns of industrial and socioeconomic development, 
implying that urbanisation and related land surface changes have caused much of 
the observed warming. However, the locations of greatest socioeconomic 
development are also those that have been most warmed by atmospheric 
circulation changes(Sections 3.2.2.7 and 3.6.4), which exhibit large-scale 
coherence. Hence, the correlation of warming with industrial and 
socioeconomic development ceases to be statistically significant. In addition, 
observed warming has been, and transient greenhouse-induced warming is 
expected to be, greater over land than over the oceans (Chapter 10), owing to the 
smaller thermal capacity of the land.
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Summarizing:
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Post-script
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Post-script
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Example 2: “The two MMs have been 
after the CRU station data for years.”
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� The two MMs have been after the 

CRU station data for years. If 
they ever hear there is a Freedom 
of Information Act now in the UK, 
I think I'll delete the file 
rather than send to anyone.
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Example 2: “The two MMs have been 
after the CRU station data for years.”
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� The two MMs have been after the 

CRU station data for years. If 
they ever hear there is a Freedom 
of Information Act now in the UK, 
I think I'll delete the file 
rather than send to anyone.
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Context: Who was “after” the data?
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� Once the paper comes out in the Journal of Climate,  

I will be putting the station temperature and all 
the gridded databases onto our web site.

� -���


�� $��< ��
���
���
���.

� �.�� ������� ���"##7����< ��
����


	����


8
� �����������8����

�
�
�����5



�?

Context: Who was “after” the data?
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� Just sent loads of station data to Scott. Make 
sure he documents everything better this time 
! And don't leave stuff lying around on ftp 
sites - you never know who is trawling them. 
The two MMs have been after the CRU station 
data for years. If they ever hear there is a 
Freedom of Information Act now in the UK, I 
think I'll delete the file rather than send to 

anyone.
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Context: Who was “after” the data?
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W. Hughes follow-up

� C�$��A�"##=
� � �����+��
��
���������
�	���
�����5����

�
���&���

����	��.��� ����������	&���	%�
��
�������

�
������ �,

� ����������	���
�

����+
��
�
&��	���
���+� �������� �
����.����������	����������C�$� 
���"���������+��
��

���
������
�����
���1�
����%3�� �����

� I'm getting hassled by a couple of people to 
release the CRU station temperature data. Don't 
any of you three tell anybody that the UK has a 
Freedom of Information Act !

� C�$�"6�"##=��������
��� ����
� Even if WMO agrees, I will still not pass on 

the data. We have 25 or so years invested in 
the work. Why should I make the data available 
to you, when your aim is to try and find 
something wrong with it.
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Next step: FOIA requests for stations
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Next step: FOIA requests for stations
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� We cannot produce a simple list with this format and with the 
information you described in your note of 14 April. Firstly, we do 
not have a list consisting solely of the sites we currently use. Our 
list is larger, as it includes data not useddue to incomplete 
reference periods, for example. Additionally, even if we were 
able to create such a list we would not be able to link the sites 
with sources of data. The station database has evolved over time 
and the Climate Research Unit was not able to keep multiple 
versionsof it as stations were added, amended and deleted. This 
was a consequence of a lack of data storage in the 1980s and early 
1990s compared to what we have at our disposal currently. It is 
also likely that quite a few stations consist of a mixture of 
sources.
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Next step: FOIA requests for stations
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Requesting confidentiality agreements

� �
��"##B������
������
�����%%��
����
�
������
� +�$�	
�

� To obtain the archive of raw land surface temperature 
observations used to create CRUTEM3, you will need to 
contact Phil Jones at the Climate Research Unit at the 
University of East Anglia. Recently archived station 
reports used to update CRUTEM3 and HadCRUT3 are 
available from the CRUTEM3 data download page.
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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Requesting confidentiality agreements
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Example 3: Warming is unequivocal 
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IPCC first draft
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Parker to Jones, Nov 2005: 
we don’t have the software
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The world’s “leading experts”
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Review process
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Review process
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Example 4: Squeaky clean process
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� 5&������)� ��������8

� Hi Neil - Thanks for your interest in providing 
feedback on the draft chap 6 Second Order Draft. 
Since the IPCC has very strict rules about all 
this , I'm going to ask them (the IPCC) to send 
you an official invitation to review, along with 
the process - formal, but highly efficient - to 
follow. If you could send your comments in that 
way it would be a great help. We've been asked 
to keep everything squeaky clean, and not to get 
comments informally.

Thanks! Peck
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The problem: 
Briffa violated “strict” IPCC rules 
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The cover up
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� Can you delete any emails you may have had with Kei th 
re AR4? Keith will do likewise… Can you also email 
Gene and get him to do the same? 
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Example 5: Mike’s Nature trick

� �������BBB

� I've just completed Mike's Nature 
trick of adding in the real temps 
to each series for the last 20 
years (ie from 1981 onwards) and 
from 1961 for Keith's to hide the 
decline.
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Neither one is Mann’s “Nature” trick

� �����) 
�	��8�
� ����
���
����


�
����%��
���&���
���

���	���
���	���
�������	��

� �
��)���4���
�	��8�
� ����
��
�������	��



6B

Jones’ trick: hide the decline
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Mann’s trick: delete the decline
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Mann’s trick
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� Keith’s series… differs in large part 
in exactly the opposite direction that 
Phil’s does from ours. This is the 
problem we all picked up on (everyone 
in the room at IPCC was in agreement 
that this was a problem and a potential 
distraction/detraction from the 
reasonably concensus viewpoint we’d 
like to show w/ the Jones et al and 
Mann et al series.
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Climategate: Context
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The Inquiries 
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UK House Commons
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Lord Oxburgh
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Lord Oxburgh

� ��%$����0���� ������@����
� 1�K��0�	&���	
�����'
�
�(���	
3



7!

Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA
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Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA
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Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA
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Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA
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Lord Oxburgh, c/o UEA
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Sir Muir Russell
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Sir Muir Russell
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Sir Muir Russell
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Penn State
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Penn State and the Trick

� :/�����D�
�����O
�	��) +
����
�	���
%����
�
��
��


	�
	�
��%�
���� ����

��$�	���
+�����%�����	������
��	����
����


���
��
���
����	��
����	
	%

��
�
��	���$��
�
����	< ��
�

��
��
$������&	�+���$��
�$��
��
��
�����
������	��
����	���.;



=!

Where things stand
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