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To save anyone the bother of looking it up, I am on the leaked list of convoy donors, having first sent 

$100 through GoFundMe on January 27, then after it was bounced back I re-sent it through GiveSendGo 

on February 6. Now with the Emergencies Act revoked and world attention on the Ukraine invasion 

people are quickly forgetting the events of late January and early February 2022. For those who cannot 

understand why thousands of people like me supported the trucker convoy, here is the story. 

 

1. January Background: The Rest of the World is Relaxing Restrictions as Omicron Wanes in Numbers 

and Severity 

Let’s start with the USA, conveniently summarized on the AARP website. 

 

 

https://www.aarp.org/politics-society/government-elections/info-2020/coronavirus-state-restrictions.html


  



  



  

 

 

Then there’s the UK and other European countries. 



 

 



 

 

Meanwhile in Canada the picture looked very different. After nonstop demonization of unvaccinated 

people, and the government blaming them for the Omicron wave, a poll released on January 19 in the 

National Post stated that a quarter of Canadians would support imprisoning people who are 

unvaccinated, and 37 percent would support denying them health care. To me this meant that the 

government had utterly failed to provide truthful and unifying leadership, and was instead scapegoating 

unvaccinated persons for what was in reality their own mishandling of the pandemic.  

I am fully vaccinated but I do not support vaccine mandates. Especially with Omicron the argument for 

requiring them was rapidly unraveling. On January 13th the Scottish Herald reported on the “weird” 

observation that fully-vaccinated elderly persons were at higher risk of hospitalization than the 

unvaccinated: 

 

 

 

Ontario data had been showing a pattern since December that cases are more prevalent on a per capita 

basis among the fully vaccinated than the unvaccinated. 

https://nationalpost.com/news/canada/more-than-one-in-four-canadians-support-jail-time-for-unvaccinated-poll
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/19843315.covid-scotland-case-rates-lowest-unvaccinated-double-jabbed-elderly-drive-rise-hospital-admissions/


 

 

A detailed analysis at the time using Ontario data showed that the vaccines provided waning 

effectiveness against Delta, and were worse than ineffective against Omicron.  

 

Source: https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.12.30.21268565v1.full.pdf  (p. 19) 

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.12.30.21268565v1.full.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.12.30.21268565v1.full.pdf


Research conducted at Kaiser Permanente in California showed an even steeper decline in effectiveness 

against Delta (82.8% down to 52.9% after 271 days) and no protection against Omicron after 180 days. 

  

Source: https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.01.07.22268919v1 

 

International data published1 in the European Journal of Epidemiology confirmed the pattern observed 

in Canada and the US: as of September 2021 “there appears to be no discernable relationship between 

percentage of population fully vaccinated and new COVID-19 cases in the last 7 days (Fig. 1). In fact, the 

trend line suggests a marginally positive association such that countries with higher percentage of 

population fully vaccinated have higher COVID-19 cases per 1 million people.” 

Overlooked in the December Omicron wave was a modest resurgence of Delta, especially among 

seniors. The risk of serious consequences from Covid is almost entirely on seniors, who have voluntarily 

and enthusiastically gotten vaccinated. And it was this Delta sub-wave that put pressure on ICUs, 

although not bringing it to critical occupancy levels. Ontario data indicated that critical care occupancy 

rates during the peak of the Omicron wave remained below 75%, below the “red line” panic rate of 85%. 

Ironically, the reason for the Delta resurgence wasn’t resistance to vaccination by young adults and 

children, but that the federal regulation which placed a 6-month interval between second shot and 

booster was longer than the protection provided by the vaccines. Because so many Canadian seniors 

were vaccinated in June and early July, their protection had expired before December and they were 

vulnerable to the Delta resurgence.  

The most serious policy failure thus wasn't a failure to force healthy 20 year olds (or middle-aged 

truckers) to get vaccinated, but a botched federal vaccine rollout that inadvertently left vaxxed and 

willing seniors vulnerable to Delta. The proposals for mandatory trucker vaccination and the (now 

dropped) Quebec tax on unvaccinated persons) were wildly misplaced, divisive, overly punitive and 

unnecessary.  

 
1 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10654-021-00808-7  

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.01.07.22268919v1
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2022.01.07.22268919v1
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/rupa-subramanya-deep-dive-into-ontarios-hospitalization-data-makes-the-case-against-lockdowns
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/rupa-subramanya-deep-dive-into-ontarios-hospitalization-data-makes-the-case-against-lockdowns
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10654-021-00808-7


 

Additionally it was becoming clear by January that there are elevated risks of myocarditis/pericarditis in 

young men. In October 2021 the US FDA suspended the use of the Moderna vaccine in young men due 

to risks of myocarditis. In September 2021 Ontario issued a recommendation for young men to avoid 

Moderna. Recent Ontario data (see p. 26 at link) showed that men in the 18-24 age group have reported 

193.4 cases of myocarditis/pericarditis per million mRNA doses administered, or one per 5,181. Given 

the seriousness of acquiring a heart condition this is a very high risk level for a group at such low risk 

from complications due to Omicron. Since the Omicron variant is proving to be very mild, and since the 

vaccine provides no immunity against it anyway, it would be entirely reasonable for men who are young 

and healthy to opt not to get vaccinated, or if vaccinated, not to get boosted. A policy of universal 

coercion is too broad and far-reaching in this case. 

Further relevant background includes the fact that COVID caseloads in Canada have been relatively low 

compared to other countries. This comparison is for Ontario, but Canada would be similar: 

 

Also the case fatality rate in Canada is currently very low by global standards. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/fda-delays-moderna-covid-19-vaccine-for-adolescents-to-review-rare-myocarditis-side-effect-11634315159
https://news.ontario.ca/en/statement/1000907/ontario-recommends-the-use-of-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-for-individuals-aged-18-24-years-old
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/documents/ncov/epi/covid-19-aefi-report.pdf?la=en


 

(ourworldindata.org)  

 

Now revisit the logic of blaming the unvaccinated for the current state of the pandemic: there was a 

resurgence of Delta among seniors whose vaccine protection had waned but who weren’t eligible for a 

booster. The Omicron wave hit vaccinated and unvaccinated equally, and fortunately was mild and 

rarely involved hospitalization. Trudeau’s decision to single out truckers for punitive treatment made no 

sense.  

 

 2. Canada Imposes a Harsh and Unnecessary Vaccine Mandate on Truckers 

Trudeau went ahead on January 15th with a new, controversial cross-border vaccine mandate on 

truckers.  

 



https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/canadian-us-truckers-warn-vaccine-mandates-will-

disrupt-supply-chains-2021-12-03/  

I could not understand why this was being brought in. For 2 years the truckers had been driving back 

and forth across the border fulfilling an essential role. On both sides of the borders the truckers were 

getting vaccinated at about the same rate as the general population. Most places around the world had 

come to realize Omicron was a mild variant and rules could start being relaxed, not tightened. So why 

single out truckers? Frankly it had the appearance of scapegoating and stoking division to score political 

points. And Trudeau, true to form, refused to listen to any criticisms of his decision.  

 

3. The Protest Convoy Started, and Canadians Cheered 

The convoy began in a disorganized, spontaneous fashion, and the massive supporting response it 

triggered reflected a genuine and widely-shared sense that our federal government had stopped 

listening to peoples’ concerns. Canadians are fully aware of the re-openings elsewhere in North America 

and around the world, and by mid-January just about everyone knew someone who had had Omicron 

and considered it no worse than a mild flu. Yet here we were talking about new border restrictions that 

would make supply chain problems worse and put more truckers out of business. With a government 

refusing to listen to their concerns, hitting the road was a last resort.  

From the start the organizers (to the extent a core group can be identified), consistently called for 

peaceful, lawful and respectful protesting.  

 

https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/canadian-us-truckers-warn-vaccine-mandates-will-disrupt-supply-chains-2021-12-03/
https://www.reuters.com/markets/commodities/canadian-us-truckers-warn-vaccine-mandates-will-disrupt-supply-chains-2021-12-03/


 (freedomconvoy.ca) 

 

The convoy attained an astonishing magnitude in a short time, at one point being estimated at over 70 

km long. 

 

https://torontosun.com/news/local-news/warmington-freedom-truckers-may-form-worlds-longest-convoy


https://torontosun.com/news/local-news/warmington-freedom-truckers-may-form-worlds-longest-

convoy  

The next thing to note is that surrounding the truckers was an astonishing outpouring of public support, 

the likes of which I have not seen since Terry Fox ran across the country. In bitter sub-zero temperatures 

people lined the roads and bridges across the country to cheer on the convoy. These images were 

widely-shared at the time. 

 

 

https://torontosun.com/news/local-news/warmington-freedom-truckers-may-form-worlds-longest-convoy
https://torontosun.com/news/local-news/warmington-freedom-truckers-may-form-worlds-longest-convoy


 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVe7P54e0mQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CVe7P54e0mQ


 

 

 



 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZehWEff2N3E&t=1s  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZehWEff2N3E&t=1s


 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XG-GHyYOGQY  

 

4. Trudeau Responded with Nasty, McCarthyite Rhetoric  

On January 27, Trudeau declared the convoy and its supporters a “fringe minority” holding 

“unacceptable views” and pretty much declared them un-Canadian.  

 

He added that they were a “very small, very angry” group lashing out at the government.  By belittling 

them and dismissing them in this way he only stiffened the resolve of the truckers to go to Ottawa and 

be heard.  

Meanwhile on the same day, international support poured in, including a tweet from Elon Musk: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XG-GHyYOGQY
https://globalnews.ca/video/8542159/trudeau-says-fringe-minority-in-trucker-convoy-with-unacceptable-views-dont-represent-canadians/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8579418/justin-trudeau-trucker-convoy-violence-ottawa/


 

This was the day I went to the GoFundMe page and chipped in to help pay for food and fuel for the 

convoy.  

On January 29 the truckers arrived in Ottawa and made their case to the world’s media. As had 

happened all through the convoy the organizers distanced themselves from extremists and cooperated 

with law enforcement to maintain order. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-60164561 

After a week-long drive across Canada, a convoy of big rigs has arrived in the national capital to 

protest vaccine mandates and Covid-19 measures. Organisers insist it will be peaceful, but police 

say they're prepared for trouble. 

It's been dubbed the Freedom Convoy, and it's got the country talking. 

The movement was sparked by a vaccine mandate for truckers crossing the US-Canada border, 

implemented by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's Liberal government earlier this month. 

Upset with the new measure that would require unvaccinated Canadian truckers crossing the 

two nations' boundary to quarantine once they've returned home, a loose coalition of truckers 

and conservative groups began to organise the cross-country drive that began in western 

Canada. 

It picked up steam and gathered support as it drove east. Many supporters, already opposed to 

Mr Trudeau and his politics, have grown frustrated with pandemic measures they see as political 

overreach. 

Social media and news footage showed trucks and companion vehicles snaking along highways, 

cheered on by people gathered on roadsides and overpasses, often waving Canadian flags and 

signs disparaging Mr Trudeau. 

Organisers have called out fringe elements, urging participants to report any misbehaviour. Mr 

Jonker also said extremists would not be welcome. 

Police have urged locals to avoid the gridlocked downtown core. Thousands of vehicles and 

participants are expected for a weekend of planned demonstrations and on Saturday the streets 

were crowded with vehicles and people gathering near Parliament Hill. 

… Truck drivers working the cross-border routes had previously been exempt from mandates, 

considered essential workers. 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-60164561


The Canadian Trucking Alliance estimates that 85% to 90% of the 120,000 Canadian truckers 

who work cross-border routes are vaccinated and said on Saturday that it appeared many of the 

protesters in Ottawa have no connection to the industry. 

While the alliance does not support the convoy and has said the industry must adapt to the 

mandate, it is said the measure could remove as many as 16,000 drivers from those routes. 

Numerous business groups have also said they're worried the mandate's timing will only 

aggravate existing supply chain issues. 

"Everything that Canadians depend on - food, clothing, electronics - everything arrives" on the 

back of trucks, said Ambarish Chandra, an associate professor at the Rotman School of 

Management who studies the US-Canada border, told the BBC. 

He said he's "wary" of the mandate as "there's a real threat of unintended consequences". 

Mr Trudeau, who sees boosting vaccination rates as a key tool in fighting the Covid-19 

pandemic, has accused Conservative politicians warning about possible supply chain issues of 

"fear-mongering" and has shown no intention of backing down. 

Trucker Mr Jonkers says he's ready to stay in Ottawa for the long haul. 

"The intent is actually to stay until all these mandates are dropped. Some people can stay one 

day, some people can stay five days but all the truck drivers are used to camping in their trucks 

all week long." 

"We are staying here until we can go back to work", he said. 

 

Predictably a couple of anonymous trouble makers arrived with nazi/confederate flags. They were 

promptly ordered to leave but some in the media highlighted their presence as if they were 

representative of the protest at large. The federal Liberals acted dishonestly and in bad faith by 

repeating this claim over the ensuing weeks. True North journalist Candice Malcolm has tried for weeks 

to identify the lone nazi flag guy but so far unsuccessfully, further demonstrating that he was not 

connected to the protests or in any way supported by them. 

Jan 29: True North News 



 

 

5. Early February: Conflicting Reports of Conditions on the Street 

After the initial protest, when it became clear a contingent were settling in for an extended protest, 

there were legitimate complaints about the non-stop honking. The truckers should have moved more 

quickly to stop the honking especially at night. Strangely the city of Ottawa did not move to enforce its 

own noise by-laws until forced to by a court injunction sought by a private citizen.  

Meanwhile there were widely-differing reports about what was going on. I tried to find direct 

eyewitness accounts, especially from people who lived in the area. For instance: 

Feb 3: A Night With the Untouchables 

https://maybury.ca/the-reformed-physicist/2022/02/03/a-night-with-the-untouchables/  

I live in downtown Ottawa, right in the middle of the trucker convoy protest. They are literally 

camped out below my bedroom window. My new neighbours moved in on Friday and they seem 

determined to stay. I have read a lot about what my new neighbours are supposedly like, mostly 

from reporters and columnists who write from distant vantage points somewhere in the media 

heartland of Canada. Apparently the people who inhabit the patch of asphalt next to my 

bedroom are white supremacists, racists, hatemongers, pseudo-Trumpian grifters, and even 

QAnon-style nutters. I have a perfect view down Kent Street – the absolute ground zero of the 

https://maybury.ca/the-reformed-physicist/2022/02/03/a-night-with-the-untouchables/


convoy. In the morning, I see some protesters emerge from their trucks to stretch their legs, but 

mostly throughout the day they remain in their cabs honking their horns. At night I see small 

groups huddled in quiet conversations in their new found companionship. There is no honking at 

night. What I haven’t noticed, not even once, are reporters from any of Canada’s news 

agencies walking among the trucks to find out who these people are. So last night, I decided to 

do just that – I introduced myself to my new neighbours. 

 

I watched many videos from Youtuber Viva Frei walking around downtown Ottawa during the mid-day 

protests, and the overwhelming sense was that the protest had taken on a carnival-like atmosphere with 

no violence or extremism and a general attempt to be cooperative with law enforcement. It was noted 

in the media throughout this time that the protests were remaining peaceful and civil.  

Feb 6: Toronto Star 

https://www.thestar.com/politics/political-opinion/2022/02/06/freedom-convoy-protest-

exposes-hypocrisy-in-ottawa.html  

“The city’s residents and politicians are lucky the demonstrators have so far mostly been non-

violent. Had the protesters’ intentions been more sinister, our capital would be in deep trouble, 

writes Althia Raj.” 

Feb 17 

 

Feb 18 

https://www.youtube.com/c/VivaFrei/videos
https://www.thestar.com/politics/political-opinion/2022/02/06/freedom-convoy-protest-exposes-hypocrisy-in-ottawa.html
https://www.thestar.com/politics/political-opinion/2022/02/06/freedom-convoy-protest-exposes-hypocrisy-in-ottawa.html


 



 

 

6. Early February: Policies Begin to Change, but not the Federal Mandate 

Feb 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQuXFik71t0 in a compelling and rational presentation, 

Saskatchewan’s Scott Moe announced an early end to Covid restrictions.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XQuXFik71t0


 

 

Meanwhile other Canadian and foreign jurisdictions began accelerating the end of restrictions.  

 

 

 



 

Yet, once again, Trudeau moved in the opposite direction, refusing to budge on the border mandate and 

imposing martial law on the protestors.  

 

7. February 15: the Emergencies Act Invoked 

I won’t discuss this at length because it has been widely debated. The introduction of what amounts to 

martial law was a grotesque over-reach. Unlike all the other protest sites Ottawa police had not 

succeeded in clearing the downtown protest, which might be their fault to some extent, but they were 

not at all helped by the hard, inflammatory rhetoric from Trudeau throughout the interval.  

It has not been widely noted that on February 16, a day after the EA was imposed, an Ottawa Superior 

Court judge issued an order specifically stating that as long as the protesters don’t honk airhorns they 

“remain at liberty to engage in a peaceful, lawful and safe protest.” I have reproduced the order in full: 

see especially paragraph 8. 

 



 



 



 

The following weekend many protestors were subject to arrest and the remaining trucks were towed 

away. The government has also engaged in aggressive use of banking mechanisms to freeze accounts of 

supporters, including donors.  

 

8. My Part in All This 

I sympathized from the outset with the truckers’ complaint that the cross-border mandate was 

unnecessary and ill-timed. It was clear that Trudeau and his cabinet had no intention of listening to 

these workers and were not prepared to provide a rational defence of the decision. When the convoy 

got rolling Trudeau then revealed an astonishing level of contempt for working-class Canadians and a 

dangerously rigid, Soviet-like attitude towards dissent. I did not have the opportunity to attend any 

rallies in person or wave a flag from an overpass but I did have a chance to donate some money to the 

cause and I’m glad I did. 

The truckers were careful from the start to make clear they were not protesting the vaccines, but the 

vaccine mandate. While some people in the movement made outlandish demands (such as asking the 

Governor General to dismiss the government), the movement generally stayed focused on its central 



demand that a bad federal policy be reversed. I saw ample evidence throughout the relevant interval 

that, despite the convoy being hurriedly organized and initiated, it represented a true cross-section of 

Canadians expressing valid political concerns with appropriate restraint, patriotism and respect for the 

law. If it had degenerated into extremism or had advocated violence I would not have supported it. 

When GoFundMe deemed the protest “criminal” and sent my donation back, despite there not having 

been anyone arrested, I re-sent it to GiveSendGo. I don’t know if it ever got to the intended recipients, 

but I hope so.  

During the entire relevant timeline I have had no reason to believe that the funds raised for the trucker 

protest were any form of “terrorist financing” nor were they part of a conspiracy to commit insurrection 

or nonsense like that. Above all else, if there were any truth to the hysterical accusations about the 

protest being some kind of seditious uprising or violent terrorist attack, I hardly think Mr Justice McLean 

would have ordered on February 16 that the defendants in the motion were free to carry on, subject 

only to a limitation on use of airhorns. Meanwhile the government’s threats to shut down bank accounts 

of donors like me are absolutely disgraceful in a free society. And I hope anybody clinging to the illusion 

that the NDP is still the party of the working class has had their eyes opened.  

To anyone tempted to think that donors to a cause should be liable for any and all costs that can, 

however indirectly, be blamed on protestors affiliated with the cause, you should realize you are 

implicating Canadian supporters of environmental groups with your theory. Environmental activists in 

Canada have been given pretty much carte blanche in recent years to shut down roads, pipelines, rail 

lines and other infrastructure for extended intervals. Last year David Suzuki, supported by Extinction 

Rebellion, hinted at approval for bombing pipelines. And just last week anti-pipeline activists launched a 

violent attack on workers and equipment at the Coastal GasLink site. This is the kind of rhetoric and 

violence people falsely accused the truckers of planning, but which never happened. Yet when it actually 

does happen at the hands of radical anti-pipeline activists out west, the government never thinks of 

invoking the EA. I need hardly point out the double standard here. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2020_Canadian_pipeline_and_railway_protests
https://torontosun.com/news/local-news/extinction-rebellion-defends-david-suzukis-pipeline-comments/wcm/46cfaa2f-0875-4acb-97c0-2ce91a559c57
https://bc.ctvnews.ca/surveillance-images-released-as-mounties-investigate-attack-at-b-c-pipeline-work-site-1.5788158

